Part 1: my video creation
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Part 2: critical analysis of 1 video
Interview Emily Fisher by Jules de Boever
Overall, Emily shows that French culture, or at least in Lyon, is more relaxed and flexible compared to what she is used to in Germany. She noticed this when it comes to work and school. That is the main cultural difference she pointed out. She did not mention many strict rules or strong values, but it is clear that the atmosphere is more laid-back in France. She still felt like the people were open and friendly, especially if you make an effort with the language and culture. 
Her attitude towards Lyon is very positive. She liked the city, enjoyed the food, liked walking along the river, and found it easy to make international friends. She did not have much bad to say except that the school campus was not actually in Lyon, but in an area which was not very convenient to get to.
In terms of cultural identity, she still identifies with her German background and mentioned being used to a more structured environment. However, she is also very open to French culture and even chose Lyon specifically to improve her French. She mentioned that locals might be less open if you do not try to learn the language or adapt, which shows that she values respect and cultural exchange.
There was not a deep discussion about cultural identity, but it was clear from the conversation that adapting and being open-minded is important when you study abroad. She didn’t come across as someone who sees cultures in a fixed or stereotypical way. For example, she said that being friendly depends on the individual, which shows she does not make general assumptions about people.
When it comes to the Erasmus student community, she mostly connected with other international students because they were going through the same experience. It was easier to connect with them since they were all far from home and studying the same courses. She did not seem to avoid French students on purpose, but explained that they were busy with internships and less easy to talk to.
Something I would have liked to know more about is how she handled things like speaking French in everyday situations such as shopping or dealing with different situations. I also would have liked more details about housing and how hard it was to find a good place to live.
As a student who is also thinking about going to France, I found this video helpful. It gives a clear and honest look at what life is like in Lyon, what to expect from classes, and how social life works there. The way she explained everything was very casual and easy to relate to.
image1.png
Microsoft Teams

Interview for portfolio assignment:
Experience abroad

2025-04-14 08:12 UTC

Recorded by Organized by
Marie Jacobs Marie Jacobs
202336266 202336266




